
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER   NO 1 

 

The new Erasmus+ project „Welcome to Universities” wants to find ways to make it easier for 

refugees to get access to the universities and higher education. One option is to include adult 

education programs to create faster and more individualized tracks to higher education. 

The chances and options to get access to universities for refugee are totally different in the European 

countries. So it is a learning process – first of all a learning from the experiences of countries which 

are more advanced in this topic like Germany or Sweden. We think the project might contribute in 

finding new solutions to make access to higher education for all the people living in the EU easier – a 

task which is very important for the future of the European countries. It is important for the future of 

a knowledge -based economy and for a human and open society in our countries. 

The project focusses on the exchange of practice and good practice in the countries and regions of 

the partners. We will publish newsletter to inform about the results of these exchanges for free.  

https://welcometouniversities.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

The partners 

All the partners are working in the field of adult education 

uniT, Graz, AT (http://www.uni-t.org, http://kunstlabor-graz.at, http://www.dramaforum.at) 

CESIE, Trapetto – Sizilien IT (http://cesie.org) 

VNB - Verein Niedersächsischer Bildungsinitiativen e.V., Hannover GE (http://www.vnb.de) 

CARDET – center for advancement of research and development in educational technology, 

Nicosia CY, (http://www.cardet.org) 

Videnscenter for Integration, Vejle DNK, (http://www.vifin.dk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARTNER MEETING 1 – KICK OFF : 14TH
  – 15TH

 DECEMBER 2016 

 

SITUATION IN AUSTRIA 

In Graz the focus was on the situation in Austria and the presentation of two good practice examples 

– More and the Silent University. 

You can find a presentation of the Austrian access to universities :  

https://welcometouniversities.wordpress.com/materials-2/ 

 

Nur El Rez El Din and Omar Hussein (SYR): An Experience Report  

Two Syrian refugees told about their experiences in trying to get access to Austrian universities. 

Some interesting points out of their experiences: They complained about the fact the Syrian 

certificates are of such little value in Austria.  

The track to university is quite long, they have to attend the „Vorstudienlehrgang” (preliminary 

studies) for 1,5 years. After that they can start to study. This is also a problem of financing for 

asylum-seekers because they lose their financial support if they visit university and cannot easily get 

scholarship. Nour is 35 years old he will finish his studies with 42. A long time.  

Omar stayed in Austria for more than a year and nothing happened. He lived in Gleisdorf without any 

offers for language training etc. Then he started to work as a volunteer in an elderly home to learn 

the language. Volunteer also supported him to learn the German language. Then he visited a course 

in Graz but the travel costs are about 100 Euros a month. Volunteers helped him to pay these tickets. 

Now he also attends the “Vorstudienlehrgang”. He wants to study medicine.  

It would be easier for refugees to have more part time studies in Austria. At the moment the 

preliminary studies are lasting 30 hours a week – it is not possible to have a proper job combined 

with the course. Online-Tools really help to learn the language. But praxis of communication is 

necessary as well; the smartphone is the main tool of learning for the refugees. 

Without the support of people from Austria it would not have been possible to get the chance to 

attend the “Vorstudienlehrgang”. The Austrian system is to complicated.  

 

MORE 

More is an initiative of the Austrian universities to support the access to universities for refugees. A 

presentation about the aims and activities of More you can find LINK 

 

SILENT UNIVERSITY 

The Silent University was founded by an Turkish artist, Ahmet Ögut. He was an artist in residence at 

the Tate Modern in London. He organized an exhibition where migrants sat in a room saying nothing 

but speaking silently, performing a real lecture but in silence. If one wanted to know what he was 

talking about one had to register himself and go to the neighbourhood fulfilling some tasks there.  

Then it was possible to get to know the content of the silent speech. 



Out of that initiative the silent university with its corporate identity started. There is also a book 

available describing the silent university. The founder wants that only arts` organisations should be 

allowed to organise silent universities. The educational system would not be flexible enough to do so.   

Silent Universities exist in: Stockholm, Hamburg, Mühlheim, Paris, Graz 

In Graz we follow the idea to find new ways to deal with the problems of language and translation. 

We play around the structure of the universities; migrants should be paid for taking part and should 

be included in the planning. We want to establish a space where people with completely different 

knowledge meet each other.  We want to look beyond the borders of eurocentristic knowledge. 

There will be silent phases of research but also loud phases of discussion.  

In Graz there was a starting day with different offers.  

Literature: German and Nigerian literature   

Islam and Gender: Feminists from Iran 

Young women from different countries showing examples of how to combine arts and adult 

education. 

Young migrants work with an Iranian artist on their image of women.  

60 people were taking part in this first meeting 

Link: www.thesilentuniversity.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

"This website reflects the views only of the authors, and the Education, Audiovisual and  
Culture Executive Agency and the European Commission cannot be held responsible for any  

use which may be made of the information contained therein." 

 

 


